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IN THE HON’BLE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 

WRIT PETITION ( CIVIL)  NO.           /2020 

[Under Article 226/227 of the Constitution of India] 

In the Matter of: 

Fazal Abdali                                                                       … Petitioner 

     Versus 

Government of NCT of Delhi                                         … Respondent 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Sir, 

The enclosed application in the aforesaid matter as being filed on behalf 

of the Petitioner and is likely to be listed on       08.05.2020                 

or any day thereafter. 

Please take notice accordingly. 

Filed By 

 

 

   New Delhi                                                Sneha Mukherjee 

Date:                           (Advocate for Petitioner) 

    576, Masjid Road, Jangpura,  

       Delhi 110014 

       Mob: +91-9999602308 
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IN THE HON’BLE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 

WRIT PETITION ( CIVIL)  NO.           /2020 

[Under Article 226/227 of the Constitution of India] 

In the Matter of: 

Fazal Abdali                                                                       … Petitioner 

     Versus 

Government of NCT of Delhi                                         … Respondent 

 

URGENT APPLICATION 

To, 

The Registrar 

High Court of Delhi, 

New Delhi 

 
Sir, 

The captioned matter is a fresh matter seeking immediate relief for the 
families of Rohingya Refugees living in Delhi. They have been denied 
of any relief including food, medical aid including covid19 testing and 
safe drinking water. Keeping in view the nature of urgency in the 
present matter, I humbly request you to kindly list the matter at the 
earliest for hearing so that some relief may reach the families in dire 
need.  

 

Filed By  

 

New Delhi                                                Sneha Mukherjee 

Date:                           (Advocate for Petitioner) 

    576, Masjid Road, Jangpura,  

       Delhi 110014 

       Mob: +91-9999602308 
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SYNOPSIS 

1. This petition is filed in public interest litigation praying for immediate 

relief for the Rohingya Families living in different settlements in Delhi 

who have been denied any relief under the various relief packages 

announced by the Government in an attempt to help them combat the 

pandemic.  

2. The Lockdown announced on 24.03.2020 by the Government made 

hardly any meaningful provisions for providing on a large-scale basic 

humanitarian aid and emergency services for the poor, particularly as all 

employment came to an end, wages were stopped, access to medical 

services were restricted on account of severe transportation closures. In 

short the working people were left to starve. Many more times than the 

deaths due to the virus will be the deaths caused by the starvation of men, 

women and children. A severe humanitarian crisis is unfolding as workers 

are stranded without any food, shelter or means to go back home. 

3. The Rohingya people from Rakhine State in Myanmar have been 

described as one of the world’s most persecuted minorities. Facing 

severe violence and discrimination ever since the Burmese independence 

in 1947, hundreds of thousands of Rohingyas have been forced lo leave 

their home in Myanmar and flee to other south and southeast asian 

countries, including India, in search of protection.  

4. In India, they have constantly struggled to seek access to basic amenities 

such as education for children, sanitation, safe drinking water, hygiene 

and medical aid. The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in Jafar Ullah 

&Anr. V. Union of India &Ors [Writ Petition (C) 859/2013] vide order 

dated 11.05.2020 directed as under: 
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“However, for the present, we issue the following directions: - 

(i) As far as Nuh Block, District Mewat, Haryana is 

concerned, the Sub-Divisiona Magistrate or the equivalent 

authority of District Mewat, Haryana and in respect of 

Kanchankunj, Kalindikunj, Delhi, the concerned 

jurisdictional Revenue Magistrate, Delhi are appointed as 

the nodal officers. The said position is accepted by Mr. 

Tushar Mehta, learned ASG. 

 

(ii) Parents or any relative or a guardian of a child or a 

patient, can go with a grievance to the Nodal Officer, if 

any facility, as stated in the Status Report is denied to 

him/her. The Nodal Officer shall do the needful, as stated 

in the Status Report.” 

 
5. The central as well as the Delhi Government have announced relief 

packages but the Rohingya families have been kept outside the purview 

and have been left to fend for themselves. They neither have access to 

medical aid nor food (cooked and dry ration). The families are struggling 

for safe drinking water.  

 

LIST OF DATES AND EVENTS 

Dates Particulars 

11.05.2018 The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in “Jaffar 

Ullah &Anr. V. Union of India” [Writ Petition (C) 

No. 859/2013] directed the following: 

“However, for the present, we issue the following 

directions: 
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(i) As far as Nuh Block, District Mewat,Haryana is 

concerned, the Sub-DivisionalMagistrate or the 

equivalent authority ofDistrict Mewat, Haryana and 

in respect ofKanchankunj, Kalindikunj, Delhi, the 

concernedjurisdictional Revenue Magistrate, Delhi 

areappointed as the nodal officers.  The saidposition 

is accepted by Mr. Tushar Mehta, learnedASG. 

 

(ii) Parents or any relative or a guardian of WP(C) 

859/2013 a child or a patient, can go with a 

grievance tothe Nodal Officer, if any facility, as 

stated inthe Status Report is denied to him/her.  

TheNodal Officer shall do the needful, as stated 

inthe Status Report.” 

January, 2020 First case of Covid19 positive case identified in 

India.  

22.03.2020 The Hon’ble Prime Minister called for “Janta 

Curfew”.  

24.03.2020  21 days of lockdown was imposed across India to 

curb the spread of the highly contagious “Corona 

Virus”.  

26.03.2020 The Finance Minister announced 1.70 lakh crore 

relief package under the Pradhan Mantri Garib 

Kalyan Yojana for the poor to help them fight the 

battle against Corona Virus. Under the package, the  

PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana 80 crore people (2/3rd 

of India’s population) would be covered under this 

Scheme and each one of them would be provided 

double of their current entitlement over the next 

three months. This additionally would be free of 

cost. Additionally, for adequate availability of 

protein, per family would be provided 1 kg pulses 

free of cost.  

26.03.2020 The Government of NCT of Delhi vide order no. F. 
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No. 15(41)/CFS/dist/2020/8.59-71 the following 

relief was announced: 

i. Entitled quantity of ration (wheat or rice) 

for the month of April, 2020 would be 

increased by 50% of the existing 

entitlement under the Public Distribution 

System to the Beneficiaries.  

ii. The same will be provided free of cost.  

16.04. 2020 The petitioner made representations to the 

respondents stating that the Rohingya families are in 

need for medical aid as some families are suffering 

from cold and cough and that immediate covid19 

testing and medical aid should be provided.  

In another representation written to the respondents 

the petitioner stated that the families were in need of 

urgent assistance in terms of food, medical aid and 

drinking water. However, no response or assistance 

has been extended till date. 

23.04.2020 The petitioner made further representation to the 

respondent raising the following issues: 

1. No ration or support has been provided to the 

refugees from the government authorities which has 

led the community to be at the verge of starvation. 

The refugees do not possess ration cards or Aadhar 

card due to which they are not included in the 

services offered by the Delhi government.  

2. Both the communities are not receiving adequate 

drinking water i.e. the water tanker is reaching once 

a week in these locations. The provided water is 

inadequate as the numbers of families residing in 

these areas are more than a hundred and the water is 

not sufficient for them. There have been continuous 

calls to Jal Board but all the attempts went in vain.  

3. There are no medical facilities available for the 
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refugees. The refugees are regularly getting detained 

by the local police whenever they are getting out of 

the settlement to get medicines or clinical check-

ups.  

 

No response or aid has been extended so far. 

 

02.05.2020 Hence the petition.  
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IN THE HON’BLE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 

WRIT PETITION ( CIVIL)  NO.           /2020 

[Under Article 226/227 of the Constitution of India] 

In the Matter of: 

Fazal Abdali                                                                           … Petitioner 

     Versus 

Government of NCT of Delhi                                               … Respondent 

 

MEMO OF PARTIES 

1. Fazal Abdali  
S/o. Abu Obaida Abdali,  
R/o. N-4A, Aqsa Apartment,  
N Block, Abul Fazal Enclave,  
New Delhi- 110025   

 
 
 
 

… Petitioner 
Versus 

1. Government of NCT of Delhi 
Through the Chief Secretary, 
Delhi Secretariat, Near, Sachivalaya 
Rd, IG Indoor Stadium, ITO, 
 Vikram Nagar,  
New Delhi- 110002 

 
 
 
 
 

… Respondent 
 

Filed By  
 
 

New Delhi                     Sneha Mukherjee 

Date:                   (Advocate for Petitioner) 

         576, Masjid Road,Jangpura,  

               Delhi 110014 

             Mob: +91-9999602308 
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IN THE HON’BLE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 

WRIT PETITION ( CIVIL)  NO.           /2020 

[Under Article 226/227 of the Constitution of India] 

In the Matter of: 

Fazal Abdali                                                                         … Petitioner 

     Versus 

Government of NCT of Delhi                                               … Respondent 

 

WRIT PETITION UNDER ARTICLE 226/227 OF THE 

CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 

To 

Your Lordship, the Chief Justice of Delhi and 

His Lordship’s Companion Justices of the High Court of Delhi at Delhi 

 

Humble Petition of the Petitioner 

 

Most Respectfully Showeth: 

1. This petition is filed in public interest litigation praying for immediate 

relief for the Rohingya Refugee Families living in different settlements in 

Delhi who have been denied any relief under the various relief packages 

announced by the Government in an attempt to help them combat the 

pandemic.  

2. That the petitioner has no personal interest in filing the instant petition and 

does not stand to gain anything through the adjudication of the instant 
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petition other than public interest in filing this petition. The documents and 

information which are relied upon in this instant petition are in the public 

domain and the Petitioner has obtained the same through public sources, 

including the internet. 

3. That the Petitioner has based the instant writ petition on authentic 

information which was personally given by families of Rohingya refugees 

living across three settlements in Delhi. 

4. That the current petition is being filed by the petitioner on behalf of 

hundreds of families of Rohingya refugees living in settlements in Delhi. 

They have been denied access to food/ration under government welfare 

schemes for access to ration and food items in the wake of the massive 

spread of Corona Virus and nation-wide lockdown which had left them 

without work and therefore with no means of survival.  

5. That apart from the Respondents in the present petition, no other 

persons/bodies/institutions are likely to be affected by the orders sought in 

the present Writ Petition and that no other persons/ bodies/ institutions are 

likely to be affected by the orders sought in the Writ Petition. 

 
6. That the petitioner herein is a human rights lawyer working very closely 

with the Rohingya refugee community from the past seven years. He has 

been representing the community before various authorities and in several 

cases before the Supreme Court of India. He is a resident of N-4A, Aqsa 

Apartment, N Block, Abul Fazal Enclave, New Delhi- 110025. His email 

Id is abdali.fazal@gmail.com and contact number is +91 9891463167. His 

Aadhar card details are 515253595419 and Pan Card no. is BHSPA8075P.  
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7. That it is further stated that the Petitioner is filing this petition in bona fide 

interest of the Rohingya refugee families residing in Delhi. The Petitioner 

has the means to pay the cost, if any, imposed by the Court, and is making 

an undertaking to the Court in that respect. 

Situation of the Rohingya Refugees in Delhi 

8. That the Rohingya  stateless people from Myanmar have been described 

as one of the world’s most persecuted minorities. Hundreds or thousands 

of Rohingyas have crossed internatoional borders to flee the fear of 

persecution. They have been facing severe violence and discrimination 

ever since the Burmese independence in 1947, which forced them to leave 

their home in Myanmar and flee to other south and southeast asian 

countries, including India, in search of a new home.  

9. That the Rohingyas are the most persecuted community which has been 

recognized globaly. The latest report of the UN Human Rights Council’s 

Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar, dated 24th 

August 2018, has concluded that Myanmarese military with certain civilian 

actors have been responsible for committing international crimes of 

genocide and crimes against humanity against Rohingyas. The relevant 

paragraph of the Report states: 

“Para 85. The critical element of the crime is “genocidal intent”. 

The Mission assessed its body of information in light of the 

jurisprudence of international tribunals regarding the reasonable 

inference of such intent. The crimes in Rakhine State, and the 

manner in which they were perpetrated, are similar in nature, gravity 

and scope to those that have allowed genocidal intent to be 

established in other contexts. Factors pointing at such intent include 
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the broader oppressive context and hate rhetoric; specific utterances 

of commanders and direct perpetrators; exclusionary policies, 

including to alter the demographic composition of Rakhine State; 

the level of organization indicating a plan for destruction; and the 

extreme scale and brutality of the violence.” 

10. That there are 16990 Rohingyas in India who are registered with United 

Nations High Commissioners for Refugees (UNHCR), India as refugees 

and asylum seekers and around 2000 Rohingyas who are in line to get 

registered with UNHCR, India. They all are peacefully redising in India. 

11. That it is also pertinent to mention that the Rohingyas are bearers of 

refugee cards issued by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees 

which states as under:  

“…has been recognised as a refugee by the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees, pursuant to its mandate. As a 

refugee, he is a person of concern to the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and should, in 

particular, be protected from forcible return to a country where he 

would face threats to his life or freedom. Any assistance accorded 

of the above named individual would be most appreciated.” 

12.  That the Rohingyas who are residing in Delhi has been registered as 

refugees and asylum seekers with United Nations High Commissioners for 

Refugees (UNHCR), India under the mandate of 1951 Convention relating 

to the status of the refugees.  

13.  That there are three Rohingya refugee settllements in Delhi with 

approximately 222 families who are in dire need of ration, food and other 

necessary services. Some of the Rohingya refugees are residing in the 
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rented accomodation adjacent to the settlements. Much like the migrant 

labourers, the families of the Rohingya refugees have been left out from 

any relief for lack of identification. Most of the Rohingyas worked as rag 

pickers, rickshaw pullers and have lost their work in the prevailing 

circumstances and with no relief extended to them, they are left with 

neither work and wage, nor food water, medical aid and other necessary 

services.  

1.  Khajuri Khas 70 families 

2.  Madanpur Khadar 56 families 

3.  Sharam Vihar 96 families 

 

14. That the  Hon’ble Supreme Court of India vide order dated in “Jafar Ullah 

&Anr. V. Union of India &Ors.” [Writ Petition (Civil) 859/2013] while 

addressing the issue for access to medical aid, health facilities, safe 

drinking water, sanitation and hygiene made the following directions: 

“However, for the present, we issue the following directions: - 

(i) As far as Nuh Block, District Mewat, Haryana is 

concerned, the Sub-Divisiona Magistrate or the equivalent 

authority of District Mewat, Haryana and in respect of 

Kanchankunj, Kalindikunj, Delhi, the concerned 

jurisdictional Revenue Magistrate, Delhi are appointed as 

the nodal officers. The said position is accepted by Mr. 

Tushar Mehta, learned ASG. 

 

(ii) Parents or any relative or a guardian of a child or a 

patient, can go with a grievance to the Nodal Officer, if 
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any facility, as stated in the Status Report is denied to 

him/her. The Nodal Officer shall do the needful, as stated 

in the Status Report.” 

A true copy of order dated 11.05.2018 in Jafar Ullah &Anr. V. Union of 

India &Ors(Writ Petition (c) 859/2013) is marked and annexed herewith 

as Annexure P-1.   

15. That the government in its affidavit before the Supreme Court of India in 

“Jafar Ullah &Anr. V. Union of India &Ors.” [Writ Petition (Civil) 

859/2013] admitted that Rohingyas are entitled to all the basic necessities 

which are available for the citizen of India which was reproduced in the 

order dated 11.05.2018.  

 

Government Response to the Covid19 Crisis 

 
16. A complete Lockdown was announced on 24.03.2020 by the Government 

in view of the spread of the “Corona Virus”. This step hardly made any 

meaningful provisions for providing on a large-scale basic humanitarian 

aid and emergency services for the poor, particularly as all employment 

came to an end, wages were stopped, access to medical services were 

restricted on account of severe transportation closures. In short, the 

working people were left to starve. Many more times than the deaths due to 

the virus will be the deaths caused by the starvation of men, women and 

children. A severe humanitarian crisis is unfolding as people are stranded 

without any food and basic amenities for mere survival.  
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17. The Finance Minister on 26. 03. 2020 announced Rs. 1.70 Lakh Crores 

relief package under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana for the poor 

to help them fight the battle against Corona Virus. Under the said package, 

the government announced for the PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana. The 

main provisions under the said scheme are as follows: 

 
i. 80 crore individuals, i.e. roughly two third of India’s 

population would be covered under this scheme; 

ii. Each one of them would be provided double of their current 

entitlement over next three months.  

iii. This additionally would be free of cost; 

iv. To ensure adequate availability of protein to all above 

mentioned individuals, 1 kg of pulses per family, would be 

provided for the next three months; 

v. These pulses would be provided free of cost by the 

government of India.  

A true copy of the announcement by the Finance Minister, 

Government of India, dated 26.03.2020 is marked and annexed at 

Annexure P-2.  

18. The Government of NCT of Delhi on 26.03.2020 issued office order F. No. 

15(41)/CFS/Dist/2020/8.59-71 for allocation and distribution of Ration 

during April, 2020 as part of COVID-19 Management. The main measures 

enumerated in the said order are as under: 

i. The entitled quantity of ration (wheat and rice) for 

the month of April, 2020 is increased by 50 percent 
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of the existing entitlement under the Public 

Distribution System to beneficiaries.  

ii. The Ration for the month of April,2020 i.e. wheat, 

rice and sugar including the enhanced quantity as 

above will be provided ‘free of cost’ to all the 

beneficiaries under PDS.  

iii. The ration for the month of April, 2020 along with 

the enhanced/additional food grains will be 

distributed from 30th March, 2020 from Fair Price 

Shops.  

A true copy of the office order F. No. 15(41)/CFS/Dist/2020/8.59-71 

dated 26.03.2020 is marked and annexed herewith as Annexure P-3.  

Current Situation of the Rohingya Families in Delhi 

19.  The Petitioner sent a representation to the respondents vide email dated 

16.04.2020 wherein he raised the following concerns: 

“In a recent conversation with the refugee families i.e. on 

31/03/2020, they informed that some of the families are facing 

health condition such as cold and cough. I would like to bring in 

yourknowledge that these settlements are in close contact and if 

any of the families have thesesymptoms because of COVID 19, 

then it is dangerous. Also, they are not allowed to visit the local 

doctors. Yesterday, one of the refugees came to Shaheen Bagh to 

buy medicine was detained bythe local police for some time and 

thereafter was released. Further, I contacted a nearby hospitali.e. 

Al-Shifa Hospital, Abul Fazal Enclave, New Delhi for the same. 
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They informed that they havebeen granted passes just to transfer 

the patient and cannot be on the field with a doctor.Article 21 

also provides the right to health and medical care as a 

fundamental right–under thisArticle, primary health care facilities 

should be made available free of cost. In this, too, the 

Constitution does not distinguish between a national and non-

national. The Government of India, ina status report to the 

Supreme Court, stated that health centres are providing all 

primary,secondary and tertiary health care services as per 

standard National/State guidelines and thatRohingyas have equal 

access to these health services as any other citizen. By the claims 

of theGovernment, it appears that refugees have unimpeded 

access to the health care system in India. 

 

The community is not able to receive the primary health care 

benefits and are in complete fear thatthe symptom matches with 

the COVID19. Therefore, they are in dire need of the doctors 

andmedicines so that the apprehension of it spreading in the 

settlement should be controlled as wellas the affected families 

should get medicines based on the medical analysis.” 

A true copy of email representation sent by the petitioner to the respondents 

dated 16.04.2020 is marked and annexed herewith as Annexure P-4. 

20.  The petitioner sent another email representation to the respondent 

addressing additional concerns regarding the crisis due to lack of access to 

food, drinking water and other necessary services to the families. The 

representation has been reproduced below: 
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“I am writing this letter to you to attract your kind attention to the 

issue of Novel CoronaVirus in the state of Delhi. The settlements 

of Rohingyas and the marginalized population residing at 

Madanpur Khadar and SharamVihar are at the verge of danger 

due to this. The Novel CoronaVirus or the COVID-19 Virus has 

been declared as a pandemic phenomenon by the WHO and 

accordingly the global community has been reacting to the said 

instance. Since Delhi has already reported positive cases as well 

as death due to COVID 19, this matter is of utmost urgency and 

has triggered the alarm. The Government of Delhi, as well as the 

Central Government, has already declared lockdown till 

14.04.2020. Several reports by the experts suggest we need to be 

geared up and be prepared on war footing to tackle what is 

coming. Mathematical models suggest that the infection caused 

by the Novel CoronaVirus could be on 20-60% of the population 

and considering the lowest cap as an estimate there are several 

issues which need to be attended and reviewed. From the 

experience and inputs from the victim countries which are 

already hotspot centres of the aforesaid pandemic disease, there 

are several learning to take a note of. As there is an acute scarcity 

of medical health infrastructure to tackle this disease, numerous 

steps at the policy level by the State can avert avoidable deaths 

and prevent sudden flooding of the patients to already under-

stressed hospitals. 

Therefore, I request you to kindly take the required necessary 

steps immediately in this regard: 
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FOR HEALTH CONCERNS: 

 

A.    SANITIZERS AND MASKS- The availability of live-

saving drugs, sanitizers and masks are the urgent requirements in 

your jurisdiction. The settlements of Rohingya and surrounding 

areas are slums/jhuggis and people of lower strata of the society 

reside, therefore, the administration should ensure that these 

essential products are distributed free of cost. 

B.     SANITIZATION OF AREAS- Another very crucial and 

important part in tackling the pandemic disease is proper and 

regular sanitisation of the area. As the Novel Coronavirus is 

highly contagious and can survive on different surfaces for hours, 

it is very important to sanitise and disinfect the area so that the 

infection does not spread in the community. In order to do that it 

is strongly advised to procure an adequate number of fumigation 

machines.  

C.     OLD AGE PEOPLE- The old age people are the most 

vulnerable ones who are exposed to the infection of COVID-19. 

They are facing higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19 

which may result in increased stress during a crisis. COVID-19 

has been found to have been more fatal among elderly people 

with existing health problems such as those related to lungs, 

heart, kidney or if they have diabetes or have had cancer and HIV 

infection. It should also be noted that a mechanism needs to be 

devised to ensure that the patients are separated and segregated 
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according to age (age-wise pattern) so that the spread of the virus 

can be avoided in testing labs, hospitals and medical institutes. 

D.    CHILDREN- Children are also amongst the most 

vulnerable class which can easily get infected to the menace of 

COVID-19, so it is necessary that all the pediatric units/ 

surgeons/ doctors are kept on alert in south-east district in all the 

district/sub-divisional/CHC/PHC so that any mishap can be 

avoided at the earliest. It is also necessary that all the children 

should get proper nutritious food which they are not getting lately 

because of the closure of schools. The lack of nutrition can 

further lead to a decrease in their immunity which can further 

lead to grave and unwanted circumstances. A proper mechanism 

can be a build-up in all the villages/suburban areas/cities to 

provide nutritious mid-day meal food to the children directly to 

their homes OR the amount of grain a child consumes in mid-day 

meal (as per his/her age) for one month/weekly basis can be 

delivered to his/her home so that the nutrition level is maintained. 

E.     WOMEN- The pregnant ladies and lactating mothers 

should be immediately isolated either in their homes/hospitals 

and all the ASHA/ANM should be directed to keep a check on 

the regular health condition of such women and if required they 

can be commanded to visit such women twice a day so that any 

unwanted situation can be avoided at the earliest. All the lactating 

mothers should be checked /tested immediately as they can easily 

communicate a disease to their newly born babies. All the 

women- irrespective of age should be provided with the Iron Pills 
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to increase immunity level- for this purpose the administration 

should ensure availability of necessary medicines at the PHCs, 

CHCs, Sub Divisional Hospitals and District Hospitals.  All kinds 

of benefits delivered under the umbrella of ICDS shall not be 

hampered during the pandemic outbreak as it may have an 

adverse impact on pregnant and lactating women. Therefore, it 

shall be ensured that either the beneficiaries are getting the 

benefits by way of delivery at their doorstep or by way of Direct 

Benefit Transfer. This step will ensure that they receive their 

benefits in the hour of need and at the same time safe from the 

transmission of the infection. 

F.      DIVYANGJANS- The specially-abled persons are facing 

the most difficult situation these days as they cannot visit any 

place to get themselves tested without taking the help of any 

other person. Health care staff of the area can be directed to 

identify such people of the area and prepare a proper list and keep 

a check on them through their family members.  If needed, these 

specially-abled persons can be tested in their homely localities-

such facility should be devised. 

DAILY WAGE LABOURERS AND UNORGANIZED 

SECTOR: 

A.    Due to the lockdown till 14.04.2020 the daily wage 

labourers, workers of the unorganized sector and poor class 

people will suffer the most as they are dependent on the daily 

work for their living. 
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B.     There is an urgent need for intervention at ground level to 

ensure that the daily wage labourers and workers of the 

unorganised sector who are primarily dependent on the daily 

income should get some amount of money (maybe 50% of the 

daily minimum wage fixed by the government) as a 

compensatory amount to fulfil their minimum basic requirements. 

C.     The refugees who are also marginalized should not be left 

behind because of the lack of documentation from the 

government schemes in COVID-19 Lockdown. 

Public Distribution System   

A.    In wake of the widespread lockdown of the state it is 

strongly recommended to provide free Ration to all the families 

of the Rohingyas and other marginalized families residing in your 

jurisdiction. Further, it shall also be ensured that there is no black 

hoarding of the ration and the ration is distributed without any 

hindrance or interruption. The documentation i.e. Aadhar should 

not be a ground for not availing the benefit of the government 

schemes.   

B.     It is strongly advised to devise a mechanism for Door to 

door delivery of food grains to contain the infection. 

Social Welfare: 

A.    The old age and widow pension should be increased and if 

possible advance payment for April should be made. 

B.     Private Employers should be directed to not to deduct the 

salary of any employee during this period and they should be 

permitted to work from home.” 
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A true copy of email representation sent by the petitioner to the respondents 

dated 16.04.2020 is marked and annexed herewith as Annexure P-5. 

21.  Although two detailed representations had been sent, no response or aid 

was received by the community. The petitioner therefore sent another 

representation dated 23.04.2020 wherein he raised the following concerns: 

“1. No ration or support has been provided to the refugees from the 

government authorities which has led the community to be at the verge 

of starvation. The refugees do not possess ration cards or Aadhar card 

due to which they are not included in the services offered by the Delhi 

government.  

2. Both the communities are not receiving adequate drinking water i.e. 

the water tanker is reaching once a week in these locations. The 

provided water is inadequate as the number of families residing in these 

areas are more than a hundred and the water is not sufficient for them. 

There have been continuous calls to Jal Board but all the attempts went 

in vain.  

3. There are no medical facilities available for the refugees. The 

refugees are regularly getting detained by the local police whenever 

they are getting out of the settlement to get medicines or clinical check-

ups.” 

A true copy of email representation sent by the petitioner to the respondents 

dated 23.04.2020 is marked and annexed herewith as Annexure P-6. 

 

22.  That even after several representations, the petitioner has failed to receive 

any response or aid for the community. As a result of the reluctant and 
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indifference of the respondents, the community now struggles to survive 

with no access food as there are no community kitchens nearby and cannot 

access the benefits of relief packages announced by the government as they 

do not have ration cards or aadhar cards.  The limited access to food they 

had was coming from UNHCR and other civil societies but that is over 

now. The government has extended no relief so far.   

23. That there are major concerns regarding access to clean drinking water. 

Many are using a hand built hand pump to access underground pipelines, 

which yield dangerous and contaminated water, which had resulted 

previously in disease and death. Government doctors having previously 

visited the camp and confirmed the toxicity of the water. 

24. That for 56 families in Madanpur Khadar settlement the water tanker 

(10000 Ltrs) comes once a weekand the quantity is not nearly enough for 

the families. Also, in Sharam Vihar the water tanker comes on alternate 

days for the families. The drinking water is often consumed by the migrant 

workers who are residing in the adjacent slums. 

25. That it is pertinent to mention that due to lack of adequate safe drinking 

water, children are constantly falling ill as the water from the hand pumps 

is not clean and is causing diarrhoea. 

26.  That an article “COVID-19: Rohingya Refugees in India Are Battling 

Islamophobia and Starvation” publishe in The Wire focuses on how the 

Rohingya community was completely left out of the safety net and 

deprived of availing any relief announced by the Government to help the 

poor combat the crisis.A true copy of the “COVID-19: Rohingya Refugees 

in India Are Battling Islamophobia and Starvation” published by The Wire 

dated 01.05.2020 is marked and annexed herewith as Annexure P-7. 



25 
 

GROUNDS 

27.   That in view of the facts and circumstances stated above, the present 

petition is prayed for on the following grounds: 

I. BECAUSE being ignorant and denial of basic necessitates to 

Rohingya refugees is violation of Article 21 of the Constitution of 

India which guarantees the right of personal liberty and thereby 

prohibits any inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment to any person.  

II. BECAUSE being ignorant and denial of basic necessitates to the 

Rohingya refugees is violation of Article 14 of the Constitution of 

India which guarantees justness, fairness and reasonableness. 

III. Because it is violation of the order of the Supreme Court of India in 

Jafar Ullah &Anr. V. Union of India &Ors.” [Writ Petition (Civil) 

859/2013] dated 11.05.2020. 

IV. Because the Petitioner has not filed any other writ petition before 

this Hon’ble Court or before any other High Court or the Supreme 

Court of India on the same matter, which is the same subject matter 

of this petition. 

 

PRAYER 

In light of the facts and circumstances of this case, the Petitioners pray before 

this Hon’ble Court as under for a Writ/Order or Direction to the Respondent to 

with immediate effect: 

 

A. Start Food Kitchens in the vicinity of the three Rohingya refugee 

settlements at Khajuri Khas, ShramVihar and Madanpur Khadar.  
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B. Initiate universal distribution of ration to all persons and families of 

rohingya refugees without necessitating ration cards or compulsory 

documentation; 

 

C. Initiate delivery of water tankers for safe drinking water to the three 

settlements at Khajuri Khas, ShramVihar and Madanpur Khadar on a 

daily basis; 

 

D. To initiate process for health check up and Covid19 testing for 

members of the community to mitigate risks of community 

transmission;  

E. Any other order deemed fit and proper in the circumstances of the 

present case.  

AND FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS PETITIONERS SHALL 

EVER PRAY.  

Filed By  

 
Petitioner 

Through Counsel 
(Sneha Mukherjee) 

Advocate for the petitioner 
576, Masjid Road, Jangpura, Delhi-110014 

Mob.: 9999602308 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI 

Extraordinary Civil Writ Jurisdiction 

Writ Petition (Civil) No ____ of 2020 

(In the matter of Public Interest Litigation)  

IN THE MATTER OF: 

Fazal Abdali                               …Petitioner 

Versus 

The Government of NCT of Delhi                             ….Respondent 

 

Affidavit  

I, Fazal Abdali, S/o. Abu Obaida Abdali, age 31 years, R/o. N-4A, Aqsa 

Apartment, N Block, Abul Fazal Enclave, New Delhi- 110025  hereby, 

solemnly affirm and declare as under: 

1. That I am the Petitioner and I am well conversant with the facts and 

circumstances of this case, hence, am competent to swear this affidavit. 

2. I have read the contents of the accompanying writ petition at para nos. 

_____ to ____ at pages _____to______ and I that I have understood the 

contents thereof, which are true and correct to the best of my knowledge 

and belief. 

3. I have filed the present petition as a Public Interest Litigation. 

4. I have gone through the Delhi High Court (Public Interest Litigation) 

Rules and do hereby affirm that the present Public Interest Litigation is 

in conformity thereof.  
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5. I have no personal interest in the litigation and neither myself nor 

anybody in whom I am interested would in any manner benefit from the 

relief sought in the present litigation save as a member of the General 

Public. This petition is not guided by self-gain or gain of any person, 

institution, body and there is no motive other than of public interest in 

filing this petition. 

6. I have done whatsoever inquiry/investigation which was in my power to 

do, to collect all data/material which was available and which was 

relevant for this court to entertain the present petition. I further confirm 

that I have not concealed in the present petition any data/material/ 

information which may have enabled this court to form an opinion 

whether to entertain this petition or not and/or whether to grant any 

relief or not. 

7. That the annexures annexed with the petition/ application is true and 

correct copies of the respective originals. 

 

DEPONENT 

Verification: 

Verified at _________ on this ___th day of the Month of ________, 2020 that 

the contents of this affidavit are true and correct to the best of my knowledge 

and belief and nothing material has been concealed therefrom. 

 

 

 

DEPONENT 






































































