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WOMEN JUSTICE AND LAW: 
 
The session began with discussion on women justice and law by Divya Pathak. She 
highlighted that the women in a society like India are not at par with their male counterparts 
in terms of social freedoms, personal liberties and are subdued by the society which 
snatches away the opportunities from women. She further added that this situation then gets 
worsen when the families, and the society we live in start to discriminate on the basis of 
gender. She said, “yesterday when we met with the natives of Muwani, we found out that all 
the families in the village are impelling their daughters to drop out of school after class eighth 
as the high school is little far from Pipaltad village because families of these girls are either 
afraid to send their daughters to schoolbecause of safety reasons or do not find that it is very 
required for a women to study”.  
 
She said, violence against women has taken particularly acute forms in circumstances 
where populations are already marginalized, especially in remote areas of Uttarakhand and 
areas in the communities which comes from the economically weaker sections of the 
society. The women in tribal belts and among Dalit populations are vulnerable and it became 
more so often in areas where the geographically conditions are difficult, there is scarcity of 
monetary resources in an entire area. The women living in all these areas in such a society 
do not enjoy basic human right like proper sanitation, right to education, reproductive rights, 
therefore the right to choose becomes a far cry for them. She further said seeking justice in 
case a woman becomes victim of any wrong in these society comes with multifarious 
challenges. A woman raising a voice against any wrong has always been seen in a bad light 
in the society, and ostracization in the village and urban societies in Uttarakhand is a very 
common phenomenon. As the percentage of women who receives support from their 
families and the society is very negligible, thus it is mostly the compromise that takes place 
within the family of the woman victim and her family wherein an offence against a woman 
has taken places. Reaching courts and seeking justice along with the relief is as distant 
dream that would be difficult to attain even in the near future if no efforts would be taken for 
empowerment of women.  
 
Snigdha Tewari, Advocate HRLN then took the discussion further and threw light on the 
rights and laws that ensure rights of women and provide protection to them under various 
laws. She started the discussion by disseminating information of the offences against 
women that are defined under India Penal Court, the information on which are listed down 
below.  

1. Outraging Modesty of Women (S.354):Example: Ramesh pulls on Nina's clothes while 
playing Holi and rips her T-shirt apart. It is a crime only if Ramesh intended or knew it to 
be likely that his acts would outrage Nina's modesty. This offence entails the 
imprisonment staring from one year to the extent of five years along with fine.   

2. Sexual Harassment (Section 354A IPC): It is defined as:  
Unwelcome touching or other physical contact,  
Asking or demanding sex or any other sexual activity 
Making remarks which are of a sexual nature 
Showing pornographic material which may include videos, magazines, books etc. 
 



The punishment for the first three kinds of sexual harassment is three years as compared 
to the fourth type (making sexually coloured remarks) which is one year. 

3. Peeping Toms (Section 354C IPC):It is a crime to look at or capture (say by means of a 
photograph or video) a woman going about her private acts, where she thinks that no one 
is watching her. This includes a woman:using a toilet, orwho is undressed or in her 
underwear, orengaged in a sexual act.The legal term for such acts is voyeurism. 
 

4. Stalking (Section 354D IPC): Stalking is- Continuously following a woman or contacting 
her, either online or in person, where she has clearly shown she doesn't want the 
attention. It is punished by three years for a first offence, and five years for repeat 
offences. 

 
5. Acid Attack (Section 326A IPC): It defines voluntary causing grievous hurt by use of acid 

etc. The punishment under this section shall not be less than 10 years but which may 
extend to life imprisonment. She further told that even an attempt to throw acid is an 
offence under section 326B of IPC.  

 
6. Rape (Section 375 IPC):A man is said to commit “rape” who, except in the case 

hereinafter excepted, has sexual intercourse with a woman under circumstances falling 
under any of the six following descriptions: — 
(First) — Against her will. 
(Secondly) —Without her consent. 
(Thirdly)— With her consent, when her consent has been obtained by putting her or any 
person in whom she is interested in fear of death or of hurt. 
(Fourthly) —With her consent, when the man knows that he is not her husband, and 
that her consent is given because she believes that he is another man to whom she is or 
believes herself to be lawfully married. 
(Fifthly) — With her consent, when, at the time of giving such consent, by reason of 
unsoundness of mind or intoxication or the administration by him personally or 
through another of any stupefying or unwholesome substance, she is unable to 
understand the nature and consequences of that to which she gives consent. 
(Sixthly) — With or without her consent, when she is under sixteen years of age. 
Explanation.—Penetration is sufficient to constitute the sexual intercourse necessary to 
the offence of rape. 
(Exceptions) —Sexual intercourse by a man with his own wife, the wife not being 
under fifteen years of age, is not rape. 
 

Snigdha, then deliberated on the compensation part of the rehabilitation of victims of 
violence including rape is governed by provision of Section 357A of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure which states that every State Government in co-ordination with the Central 
Government shall prepare a scheme for providing funds for the purpose of compensation to 
the victim of crime including rape. So far 20 states and 7 UTs have formulated the Victim 
Compensation Scheme. As per section 326 A of the IPC, Criminal Law Amendment Act 
2013 apart from making punishment stringent, for acid attack, it provides for just and 
reasonable fine to meet the medical expenses of the victim and this shall be paid to victim. 



The amendment also provides that all the hospitals, public or private, have been mandated 
to provide free medical treatment to all victims of acid attack and rape.  

 
In pursuance of directives in W.P.(CRL.) No. 129 of 2006 case of Laxmi vs. Union of India, 
the Law Commission of India in its 226 report on “The Inclusion of Acid Attacks as Specific 
Offences in the Indian Penal Code and a law for Compensation for Victims of Crime” had 
recommended that a law known as “ Criminal Injuries Compensation Act” be enacted which 
should provide both interim and final monetary compensation to victims of certain acts of 
violence like Rape, Sexual Assault, Acid Attacks etc. and provide free medical treatment to 
them. Section 357A has been inserted in CrPC. which inter-alia provide for preparation of a 
scheme for providing compensation to victims affected by violence.  

 
She also informed everyone that under the Legal Service Authority Act 1987, all women are 
entitled to free legal aid. 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development is also administering Swadhar and Short 
Stay Home Schemes for relief and rehabilitation of women in difficult circumstances, 
including the victims of rape. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
How to report a crime? Obligations of Revenue Police  
 
Ranjana Singh, Advocate started her talk focusing on what a person is supposed to do in 
case they become victim of any crime. She said, a crime can be report at the nearest police 
station within the crime scene(Preferably). Information can be given either orally or in writing. 
In case of verbal information,it is the duty of the authority recording the FIR to convert it into 
writing. FIR should be signed by the person giving the complaint. It is the duty of the police 
authorities to register the FIR in a record book. It is the duty of the police officer to provide 
the complainant with a free copy of FIR. (Section 154(1) of Code of Criminal Procedure) 
 
In case a police officer refuses to register an FIR, a person may send substance of such 
information - in writing and by post to the Superintendent of police. (Section 154(3) of Code 
of criminal procedure)  
 
When S.P. receives such information, it is his duty to either investigate such matter or pass 
the matter and order an investigation by concerned authority.  
 
In an ideal situation, the FIR should be registered at the police station of appropriate 
jurisdiction, i.e. the station in whose limits the crime is alleged to have taken place. However, 
if that is not possible and in matters of emergency, an individual can even approach any 
other police station which would note down the details/register the FIR, and then transfer the 
investigation to the appropriate/correct police station. Even if the crime has not been 



committed within the jurisdiction of a particular jurisdiction, it is no ground for refusing to file 
the FIR. Such an FIR is also referred to as Zero FIR. 
 
She then talked about the roles and responsibilities of the revenue police the system which 
is unique to Uttarakhand. She said that the revenue police in the village administration is the 
primary place where one has to register their complaints. Then revenue police officer would 
deal with all the complaints which falls in its jurisdiction, and cannot deny for registering of a 
complaint. The complaint procedure or the procedure of registering an FIR with the followed-
up investigation would remain the same as it is in the police station, however the revenue 
police officer would have to report all these cases falling within its jurisdiction in the Police 
Station which has the jurisdiction over that. In case of any heinous offence, revenue police 
officer would be responsible for immediately starting up investigation along with the in-
charge Police Station which has the jurisdiction over it.  
 
The session was finally concluded by Anil Karki, who informed the natives that HRLN has 
planned to close work with the people of Muwani and they organization, RAHWASI, is sure 
that the team of HRLN Uttarakhand would be there to help us in every social legal aspect 
that they can.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 


